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mercury. ^he stopper of the flask is also covered
"With mercury in the manner shown in Fig. 109.
A suitable culture medium 5 is placed in the flask
and this Is then inoculated with the bacteria which
are to be examined. The apparatus rendora it
possible to carry on the culture in air or in any
other desired gas, the gas being led into the flask
through tlie stopcocks. To examine the gan which
may be set free during the growth of the bacteria,
the apparatus is connected by means of a throo-way
capillary (Fig. 40) with a gas burette of the con-
struction Bhown in Fig. 86, III. The widening of
the lower portion of the measuring tube*, of the
burette renders it possible to employ the burette an
an aspirator and to easily draw out from the flask
10 com. of the gas which it contains.
This gas is measured in the burette and in then
brought Into contact with the proper absorbent** in
small pipettes, every trace of air being excluded
throughout the analysis by the use of the three-way
capillary shown, in Fig. 40. All operations are per-
formed over mercury, and the pipettes arc filled
with mercury and the reagents. The bulbs of tlio
pipettes need not have a greater capacity than
20 cc,, and they may have the form shown in
Figs. 81 and 82 or Figs. 37 and 88.